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Taking on a Paris apartment once decorated
with extray agant frescoes, architect and
designer Alireza Razavi chose to maintain the
[Lunhm ant tone, but to modernise it, tw-.l||l||‘|g

in rooms that are as absorbing as works of art
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he owner of this apartment
nesr Pare Monceaw in Poaris's
8th arrondissement can suill
clearly pecall the fiest time she
viaited. ‘Tt was impossible tobe
indifferent Lo it,” she savs, The
space then belanged to the air
foree brigndier poneral Picrpo-
Marse Gallots, whe had initially
studied at the Eeole ded Beawx-Arts and was known
as the father of French nuclear dissunsion, Many of
the grest: Gullie politicions of the twenticth century
visited the apartment and, an his reticement, he
painted it almost entieely with frescoes, There was
o red fasie-marble motif in the entrance hall and
Ialion garden scenes in what is now the kitchen,
‘Although they gave the place a lot of charscter, they
plso made it quite overwhelming and intense,” the
vwier save. Not enough to put her off buying the
23 0-squore-met e property, however,

To transform it into o family bome for herself, her
huasband snd their theee children, she called upon the
Paris-based architect and interior designer Alirezn
Bocenvi, whom she has known sinee childhood, Born in
Tehran, Alireza fled his homeland after the Iranion
Rovelution in 1975, He wont on to study in Paris and

Milan before starting his career in the New Yorkoffices
of Peder Eisonman, and Agrest and Goaadelsonns, "1 oo

rverything Alireaa does,” says the owner. "Each of his
projects is unsque, and they all have great character.”
For Alireza himselF, their bond greatly facilitated the
process, T knew she would truss me,” hesays,

Alirezn wanted to extend the general s coneept for
dicoruting the apariment’s walls, but with 2 more
contemporary feel. He also wanted at least one of the
rooms to hive a wow” efiect, He and the owner agreed
it should be the eat-in kitehen, Taking inspiration
From the work of artists including Sol LeWitt, Frunk
Stella and Sarah Morris, he canye up with o motif of
Jagged, peometric shapes in bright candy colowrs that
pop straight off the walls. “Everyone who comes into
the kitehen, whatever their age of their soeim] miliew,
is completely shsorbed by it savs the owner. In
the middle of the reon, Ahreen inaalled o din
table made from & slab of cedar wood, which he left
deliberately untreated. “That way it will still smell of
cidir ax it ages,” he says,

The other area with high visual veltage is the
entrance hall, which Alircea devised vo look slightly
suereal. This time, hisinfluences came from the filins
of the San Francisco-born artist Motthew Barsey."In
his work, he's ¢reated a parallel world where things
look familiar, bt they're not peally,” he sayvs, Simi-
larly, Alireza wanted to come up with something
i direet contrast with the style of the classicnl,
nineteenth-century building. Tothat end, i ereated
o space-like sehome witha boeklit-drop cotling made
from interlocking diamond shapes and walls covered
im ey sund white tiles that initially appear to form
perfectly regular eubes, Take a closer glance, however,
anad your will netiee that some hove bevn delibertely
disarranged. ‘1 wanted 1o convey the idea that things
are pever perfect,” heexploins, "Plus, §yery much like
the nothon of delfayed experience. You see something
that looks banal or mundane, but vou then diseover
i oot whint you thoght it was.”

The rest of the apartment is rather more sedate, The
owner specifically asked for o white earpet in both the
sattinge room nndd mnin bedroom, whichare linked with
douhle doors. ‘1 honkered after that fecling of comfort,
of Beang able tositdown on the floor,” she sovs, Alirezn
himsel M wanted a calmer backdrop to display some of
theowners’ artwork, which includes fine line drwings
by Hans Bellmer and Joseph Beuys. The carefully
el at e I'qrnil.hi.rlg'ﬁ, sl hrinstngt'llb('r o i:lﬂ:ir af
Sinties Danich armehairs, an Arflex daybed, a small
Eonstantin Greie marble side table and one of Mies
vander Rohe's iconie *Barcelona’ chairs, The opposite
end of the apartment brings vou to the children’s
rooes and guest shower room at the back,

The overall look is certainly o lot more light and
airy than in Gallois’ time. Yet, while his frescoes have
disappeared. he has left a lasting mark on the outside
of the building: On the courtyard walls, he painted
a series of trompe-l'wil windows that remain today.,
Behind one is a bougquet of red and erange flowers,
another depicts the silhouette of u man birhined elased
curtains, On the top floor, meanwhile, stands a seantily
elad female Bgure, apparently based on a neighbour
with loose morals, I was only after o series of com-
plaints that Callois eventoally agreed to dress” herel)
Studio Razeci Architecture: G0 33-1 42 46 02 58
sfudinrasaei.com

OPPOSITE CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT A pair of Shitkes Danish armchairs booght #1.a Paris antigues Lalr $its on a ‘Critetion’
sy frgemy Tad Pireg i the sitting rooom Acfoining Uil space ks 8 second, mone infiormal sitting snes, wisene a moncchrome palette
Is It editry & brick rod *Strips” sofa By Cinl Boerd from Arfhon, The open-olan kitchon and dirieg rocm ks sccessed through
aset ol doors In the maln sitting recm and has a0 eye-caticbing mursl desloned by Alrera and painted uting cosours from Sidkens
(i bottom el the eitect it maded by tihe Bt polos codar-Togped Tabie and higheghoas wiilt e units from Jecchingn Cucine
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CFFUETE CLOCHWISE FROM TOR LEFT Dotlse @500 Gpen onlo b madn Bedioddm naorriy of the sitlieg regm. The on abe
main Bt Reeam had o free- Slanding Victorka + A% Balh and & ovatem ladgetred MDF s g'a3s vanily unily the walls ane tladla
shmealy, ewhonsd MDF, The guest showtd roomhas a ‘Lowss Ghesl” chasr by Phlipps Slargh for Rarfel and Poneycomi- shape tles from
Habibadur, Weefahvion Mol U by Oftrar Héel stancs ot the coitne of tha enbrande hall: (o the righ i 8 curbom bios frem Cyelapa.
THIS FAGE i he main Basdnoam, Lrene ane pochots of boit-in chabying in Hurgariaem ool with.a dividing wall in the Siens mabeil
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